
































Take a Stand

In reference to the “Forum” letter from
F. S. of Virginia (March '98), she should
be aware of the following:

At the outset of my career as an archi- -

tect in the sixties, the American Standard
plumbing-fixture company did indeed
design and market a female urinal. It
went over like a lead balloon. It was simi-
lar to a Flushometer water closet (toilet, in
layman’s language), except that it had no
seat. It had a narrow extended front that
allowed a female to straddle it more easi-
ly in a standing position with either her
front or back to it, depending on the
angle of her stream. In plan, it resembled
an old-fashioned keyhole.

| actually designed it into two major
public buildings, in conventional stalls,
50 percent urinals, 50 percent toilets—
only to receive feedback a year later
that the urinals had been replaced with
conventional toilets because the women
either couldn't or wouldn't use them.
There were several reasons given, but
two were foremost.

conditions and speedier use of ladies’
rooms, reducing the “long lines” F. S.
justifiably complains about. | have dis-
cussed this at length with my wife, and
we offer the following observations and
suggestions for your female readers
and your male readers’ mates.

First of all, a great many women of all
ages today either shave their vulvas or
trim their pubsic hair very short—at least
from the front of their crack to the back,
leaving the hair on the mons veneris
(pubic mound) as adornment. Many
shave completely. (How do we know?
We have visited many nudist resorts
here in Florida and in the Caribbean.)
My wife shaves her big lips and trims
her pubic mound into the shape of a
heart. On February 14th it was most
appropriate and very sexy. It is my year-
round Valentine.

Above all, a bare vulva facilitates
entry of the penis and greatly simplifies
wiping (both urine and semen). Also,
many women have eschewed panty
hose and returned to conventional hose

"and garter belts and/or self-supporting

“When my wife showed
me how she peed standing up, I got
hard. She traded an empty
bladder for a vagina full of semen.”

The advent and early popularity of
panty hose made it awkward for a wom-
an to hold her skirt up, pull down both
her panty hose and panties, and, with
both garments stretched taut across her
thighs, try to straddle the fixture and
pee standing up facing forward. As a
consequence, most women would back
up to the fixture, partially squat, and
attempt to hit the mark as they had
always done with a regular toilet. But the
narrower front defeated the purpose
and increased the amount of urine that
hit the floor instead.

Second, in the sixties it was rare for
girls and women to shave their vulvas,
and without a third hand to hold their
labia apart, they were trying to urinate
through two sets of lips plus a tangle of
hair, frequently resulting in either a mis-
directed stream or a spray that ended
up not only missing the fixture but often
wetting them and their clothing. They
had to wipe not only their vulvas, but
their thighs as well. To this day ladies’
room floors are not the driest places.

Customs have changed, however,
and many things are different today.
Given an increased demand, a return of
the female urinal would definitely be a
major step toward improved sanitary
10 PENTHOUSE

thigh-top hose. The two major problems
of the sixties have now been eliminated.

Although panties still need to be
removed, there is no reason why most
women wearing a skirt and separate
hose cannot pee standing like a man,
especially if they shave. We must rec-
ognize, of course, that women's anato-
my between their legs varies widely,
from the neat thin inner labia emanating
from the clitoris and disappearing at the
vaginal opening (such as Pamela
Anderson) to the other extreme of thick,
long, wrinkled, and irregular flaps of
mucous membrane that protrude
through the labia majora and extend
from the clitoris to the perineum (such
as Lotta Topp). Most women fall some-
where between, as can be confirmed
by the profusion of Triple-X adult videos
available today. In the case of the latter
anatomy, it is probably easier for such
women to grasp their inner labia and
hold them wide apart.

Because my wife is often repulsed by
the deplorable condition of most ladies’
rooms (even in the best places, she
says, you often need rubber boots), she
has always peed standing up. Pity the
poor woman who must defecate in such
conditions. This has to be the supreme

test of agility and endurance.

When we were first married (in our
early twenties), she showed me how she
did it standing up, and, yes, | did get a -
hard-on. Actually her demonstration
resulted in her trading an empty bladder
for a vagina full of my semen.

She deplores panty hose and has
always worn hose and garter belt or, in
recent years, thigh-highs. Further, when
we go out for the evening (dinner, the-
ater, etc.) or whenever a trip to a public
rest room is anticipated, she always
wears an above-the-knee skirt, either
with no panties or else she plans to
remove them discreetly before the need
should arise. No one but me knows
anyway—although | have often suf-
fered through dinner with an erection,
knowing my wife is sitting opposite me
without underwear.

When the need does arise, however,
she simply straddles the toilet facing the
wall, slides her skirt up to her hips, holds
it in place with her wrists, then reaches
back with both hands and pulls both
inner lips and shaved outer lips wide
apart so that her urethra is fully exposed.
Then, by canting her hips, she is able to
aim a solid stream directly into the cen-
ter of the bowl. After several squeezes
of her P.C. muscle, she doesn't even need
to wipe—a distinct advantage when, on
occasion, one realizes too late that the
stall is out of toilet paper.

What my wife does may not be possi-
ble for all women, particularly those
whose urethral opening is buried in the
ragged anterior of a torn hymen (whether
or not the labia offer no obstruction). In
this case a less than controllable stream
is probably inevitable, but | believe this
to be a rare exception, as | know that all
of my wife’s intimate friends can pee
standing up and wish there were a
female urinal.

I hope you find this informative. If you
find it worthy of publication as helpful
hints for your female readers, please be
my guest, but because of my profes-
sional status, | must remain anonymous.

P.S. | note that another “Forum” letter
[December '97] suggested that you
produce a video devoted entirely to
females peeing. Not that you shouldn't,
but I'm sure you know that a number of
such videos already exist, especially
some that are imported from Germany.
The German tapes can be really
bizarre. One that | have seen shows a
young lady (a gorgeous blonde) force-
fully relieving herself at the same
moment that her partner withdraws
and ejaculates several streams of
semen onto her open vulva. With the
camera running (no editing) and still
with a full erection, her young partner
then washes his semen away with his
urine. | don't know how he was able to
urinate with a full erection (I never
could), but he did.—J. S., Florida
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these newly unemployed secret police-
men quickly took a paycheck from any-
one who would provide it.

Moscow’s charismatic, blunt-spoken
mayor, Yuri Luzkhov, says his country is
in the grip of a process of “unlimited
criminalization of the economy and of the
government itself.” Luzkhov has been
talked up as a likely successor to
President Yeltsin in 2000, but if he's not
very careful he could wind up as body-
bag stuffing after a Mafiya hit. After all,
the deputy governor of St. Petersburg,
Mikhail Manevich, was gunned down
gangland-style this past summer on the
city’s main boulevard just before the
press conference at which he was going
to reveal Mafiya names involved in cor-
ruption. Manevich was a close ally of the

reformers in Yeltsin’s cabinet. And he .

probably knew what was coming. In
1984 Andrei Aidedzis, a member of the
Russian lower house, the Duma, was
assassinated after he'd distributed a list
of Mafiya members. These thugs also kil
journalists who dare to report about their
power. Much as I'm interested in being
seen as heroic (ask anyone who knows
me), you will notice that | do not name
even one of the Russian Mafiya dons.
Russian organized crime is made up
of some 8,000 groups, among them
around 200 large, well-organized crime

families that operate beyond Russia’s
borders. Twenty-six major Russian crime
syndicates have put down roots inside
the U.S,, forging profitable alliances with
Sicilian, Mexican, Colombian, and other
mob groups in this country.

The big Russian gangs emerged from
the shadows only seven years ago,
and—under the guidance of former
K.G.B. officers—almost instantly went
international. But thus far the greatest
known impact has been on Russia's
own people. Among the Mafiya's grim
credits:

¢ Joining top members of the old
Communist party in looting their mother-
land of billions of dollars of national trea-
sure, and hiding the cash in foreign
banks.

* Attempting to sell missile technolo-
gy to lran (the director of Russia’s Space
Agency allegedly was involved in this
deal for his own personal enrichment).

® Attempting to sell a Russian subma-
rine (with its crew) to cocaine traffickers.

* Selling shoulder-fired anti-aircraft
missiles.

* Slaughtering its opponents, leaving
hundreds of murdered bodies in city
streets.

¢ Forcing visiting American business-
people to flee for their lives—most re-
cently a pair of Phillip Morris executives.

“All economic indicators aside, will you marry me, dear?”
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¢ Corrupting most of the nation's
political leadership, from the smallest
town to the Kremlin itself.

¢ Stealing $2 billion worth of cars
from Western Europe.

¢ Facilitating narcotics shipments
from Asia and South America to the U.S.

e Seizing control of more than half of
Russia’s 1,747 banks, 60 percent of
state-owned commercial enterprises,
and 40 percent of private business. That
works out to about two thirds of the entire
Russian economy, according to the
Ministry of Internal Affairs, the M.V.D.,
which has the near mission impossible of
combating organized crime.

Keystone Kops vs. the Worst

and the Brightest

As organized-crime gangs began to
surf atop waves of new corruption, | vis-
ited the beautiful old czarist capital of
St. Petersburg, where a senior police
official told me, “You may laugh when |
say this, but we don't even have a legal
definition of corruption in our laws; it is
as if corruption never existed.”

Shocked by the sudden disappear-
ance of the totalitarian police state they
had served, and which had given them
power, prestige, and a decent life, Rus-
sia’s honest cops were utterly unpre-
pared for the avalanche of violence,
money, and politically connected crimi-
nal conspiracies by which the Mafiya's
crime families have staked their claim to
the country's future.

The highly intelligent and resourceful
criminal class that dominates Russia
today includes former and current offi-
cials of powerful government agencies,
the secret intelligence services, and the
military.

With these alliances, the Mafiya has
acquired the expertise necessary to
engage in high-tech terrorism and trig-
ger mass destruction. That does not
necessarily mean that Russia’s dons will
rent or sell the means of annihilation to
the next mass-murdering fanatic with a
hundred million bucks in gold to spare.
But it does suggest that they could and
would, uniess induced not to.

Sound like the dread conspiracy in an
action-adventure film? Like SPECTRE,
the Special Executive for Crime, Terror,
Revenge, and Extortion that dogged
James Bond? You bet. But these guys
are even scarier. And they are real. Plus,
there is a growing market for the worst
that they can do. Imagine for a moment
what any number of religious, ethnic,
nationalist, or tribal groups might pick
from a menu of Mafiya deliverables?

Russian organized crime has already
flexed some of its cyber power around
the world by looting $25 million from a
financial institution that had been co-
vertly established by K.G.B.-led Mafi-
yosi. They electronically gobbled up all
the deposits of naive, unsuspecting par-
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ties from all over the world who hac
stashed funds in the European Union
Bank (not to be confused with the
European Union’s very legitimate bank)
at an address on the island of Antigua.
E.U.B. advertised on the World Wide
Web as the first fuli-service on-line bank.

. What its Russian Mafiya owners did not

advertise was that one of the “services”

- would be the theft of your deposits.

The Threat to America and the World

What if a nation's military leadership
becomes corrupted? Unthinkable in
America. But chew on this: On May 22,
1997, President Yeltsin canned his minis-
ter of defense, General igor Rodionov,
because the general had failed to fight
corruption in the military. Lower-ranking
generals had been caught running hous-
ing scams, apparentiy in collusion with
the Mafiya. Even one of Yeltsin's closest
supponers General. Konstantin Kobets,

FB.l. Director Louis Freeh concurs
that Russian criminals are “aggressively
looking to buy and sell nuclear materi-
als” Russian border guards are notori-
ously corrupt, so getting unauthorized
nuclear weapons out of Russia probably
wouldn't pose a major problem.

Rear Admiral Gene Carroll (U.S.N.-
Ret.) told me the Russian Mafiya's
access to nuclear and other weapons of
mass destruction is “a credible threat,
but not documentable. [However], the
greatest single military threat to the
United States is the Russians’ poor
accountability of and for nuclear materi-
als. Aimost anyone,” says Carroll, who is
now director of the Center for Defense
Information in Washington, “can build an
atomic bomb if they can get their hands
on fissile materials [uranium and other
nard-to-come-by components]. You can
reasonably expect Russian criminals to
keep looking for an opening to buy or
otherwise come into control of some of
that material.”

Gary Milhollin, director of the Wis-
‘consin Project on Nuclear Arms Control,

“Buying a bucket of anthrax
and renting the people needed to
spread the disease now looms
“as an actual horrible possibility.”

was busted on corruption charges.

The financial crisis has brought about
a dramatic decline in the maintenance
of Russia’s nuclear-weapons systems.
The troops assigned to safeguard the
big nukes are “unpaid, unfed, and
unhappy,” according to Frank Cilluffo,
director of the Russian Organized Crime
Task Force at C.S.1.S., who warns, “The
prospect for a criminal diversion of
nuclear materials or an unauthorized or
accidental Russian nuclear-weapons
launch is at an all-time high, but even
much greater is the hkehﬁ\od of a
chemical- or biological-weapons acci-
dent or unauthorized use.”

“The situation is a ot more dangerous
than it ever was at any time during the
Cold War,” warns Arnaud de Borch-
grave, editor at large for The Wash-
ington Times. One of the architects of
the C.S.1.S. Russian Mafiya study, de
Borchgrave told me that we must learn
to think in new ways about this new kind
of adversary.

“They have armies of sc;entlsts and
stockbrokers and accountants and
lawyers; these are [criminal} armies
we're talking about,” he says, his care-
fully modulated voice rising to underline
the word “armies.”
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told me he thinks it's an exaggeration to
say .that the Mafiya'has nuclear-
weapons capabilities, but he agrees

that the risks of their getting one or more
small, man-portable nukes, or the mate- -

rials for making such a bomb, is proba-
bly growing, because of the increasing
instability in Russia.

Milhollin is even more worried about
the theft or purchase of chemical or bio-
logical weapons from military invento-
ries. “The Russians never put the same
priority on the security of those systems
as they did on their nuclear warheads,”
he says. So buying a bucket of anthrax
and renting the people needed to

" spread the disease now looms as an

actual horrible possibility.

Less deadiy but just as potent is the
cyberwar fighting capability of the ex-
K.G.B. techies who looted that Internet
bank. The head of the U.S. Secret Ser-
vice’s Electronic Crimes Division, Bob
Weaver, says U.S. law-enforcement
agencies do not have the training,
resources, or equipment necessary to
combat that kind of cyber criminal. The
potential damage such criminals can do
to American financial institutions and
other computer-dependent organiza-
tions is staggering.

A US. Defense Department assess-
ment says America’s nationwide infor-
mation infrastructure is so open to cyber
or physical attack that “a tunne! of vul-
nerability previously unrealized in the
history of conftict’ has been created.

Along with all this, elements of
Russia's Mafiya have been muscling in
on the imternational narcotics trade.
General Barry R. McCaffrey, the White
House drug czar, has termed the
Russian-dominated drug gangs inside
the U.S. “the most dangerous.” Several
brutally violent high-profile Russian
Mafiyosi have been busted for narcotics
trafficking by federal, state, and local
police from New York to Florida to
California.

FB.l. Director Freeh has ordered the
bureau’s Organized Crime and Drug
Section to take the lead in responding to
Russian Mafiya activities in the U.S.,
opening special offices in New York City
and Los Angeles for that effort. But
Kupperman worries that the recent pub-
lic beating up of the F.B.l. over screw-
ups like Waco and Ruby Ridge could
have a “paralyzing effect” on the bu-
reau’s capacity to move hard and fast
against the Russian Mafiya, its clients,
or others planning terrorism within the
United States.

"We cannot afford to have the F.B.L
playing Hamlet at a time in which our
country’s very security is on the line,”
says Kupperman. "And it's not just the
bureau, aithough [the bureau] is ab-
solutely central; it's also C.I.LA. and
D.0.D. My sense of the threat is that we
could well come under attack during
calendar '98, and we are not prepared

"to respond effectively—either pro-

actively to prevent it or, God forbid,
reactively, to help the wounded, bury
the dead, clean up the mess, and strike
back—assuming we knew the identity
of the attacker. If ever there was a time
when we needed the best possible intel-
ligence sources, that time is now.”

But we may well not have that intelli-
gence when we need it. After his team's
thousands of hours of interviews with
current and former Russian and Amer-
ican law-enforcement and national-
security officials, de Borchgrave told me
a revealing finding. “The U.S. intelli-
gence-gathering capability, which is
tremendous, has a gaping hole—no
central clearinghouse for information on
all forms of transnational organized
crime,” he said, his voice again rising in
punctuation.

“] think,” de Borchgrave continued,
“the C.1.A.'s collecting information on
Russian organized crime is discour-
aged for political reasons by the State
Department or by the White House's
National Security Council. It's kind of dif-
ficult for the U.S. government to admit
that when they're talkimg to Moscow
they re dealing with a bunch of crooks.”
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